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Letter from President 
 

The flappers, gangsters, and 
bootleggers were out in full force on 
April 29 for The Roaring 20sðEWI 
Style Scholastic Fundraiser Event at 
the Bernsen Community Life Center 
Great Hall.  The evening was fun-filled 
success with our chapter raising over 
$18,000 for the EWI Education Fund 
which supports the Tulsa EWISP and 
ASIST scholarship programs.   
 

Our chapter is truly fortunate to have a very special group 
of Member Firms that support EWI and the work we do in 
the Tulsa Community.  In addition to the many firms and 
representatives who donated items for the silent and live 
auction, I give a special thank you to our sponsors:  
  

  Gangster:   Zarrow Family Office, LLC.  
  Bootlegger: Mid-America Land, Grain & Cattle Co. 
  Flappers:  Keith Bailey  

         Helmerich & Payne, Inc.  
 Hilti, Inc.  
 Montereau 
 Moore Funeral Home, Inc. 
 Pepsi Beverage Company  
 Public Service Company of Oklahoma  
 T.D. Williamson, Inc.  

Table Sponsors:  
 JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
 Lee Hearn  
 Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance 
 Tulsa Community College 
 
I appreciate the hard work and dedication of the Ways 
and Means Committee that made this evening possible.  
They worked diligently to ensure a good time was had by 
all.  The committee was led by Ways and Means Director 
Lesa Johnson, Pepsi Beverage Company and her 
Advisor, Tammie Blessing, JPMorgan Chase & Co.  
 
I was especially honored to have Lee Hearn, Honorary 
Member, and her sister, Pearl Thurston, join with family 
and friends to celebrate her 101

st
 birthday at the event.   

 
 
Teri Edmondson, The William K. Warren Foundation, 
provided the invocation for the evening.   
 

The evening was truly the catôs meow with music from 
Bigdaddy and the Blueskickers and dancers from The 
Oklahoma Swing Syndicate (TOSS).  They even tried to 
teach a few of us how to do the Charleston.  Rita Young, 
The William K. Warren Foundation, won the costume 
contest.  Not only did she have a fantastic costume, but a 
twenties period hairstyle to go with it.    
 

The EWISP Scholarship Awards banquet is just a week 
away on May 13 at the Doubletree Hotel Downtown!  The 
future of the world is in the hands of our youth and I look 
forward to seeing the joy of these promising young 
students as they receive their awards.  
 
Yours very truly in EWI Service,  
Jessica Bolen 
 
Never doubt the capacity of the people you lead to 
accomplish whatever you dream for them.   
     Ben Zander  
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Websites 
Tulsa:  www.ewitulsa.org 

Corporate: www.ewiconnect.com 

LOCAL BOARD 
 
Jessica Bolen, President 
Montereau  (491-5204) 
jbolen@montereau.net 
 

Janis Cohlmia,  
Vice President/President Elect 
Tropical Plant Design, Inc.  (691-6067) 
janis@tropicalplantdesign.com 
 

Jan Ehrle, Treasurer  (749-2426) 
Mid-America Land, Grain, & Cattle Co. 
jan_ehrle@tulsaconnect.com 
 

Janice Morgan, Secretary 
Alzheimerôs Association (481-7740) 
janice.morgan@alz.org 
 

Kim Bowman, Sergeant-at-Arms 
T. D. Williamson, Inc. (447-5044) 
kim.bowman@tdwilliamson.com 
 

Angie Walters, B/C/DP 
Tulsa Metro Chamber  (560-0222)  
angiewalters@tulsachamber.com 
 

Nicki Boone, Membership 
Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & Convention  
  Center  (307-4017) 
nicki.boone@jqh.com 
 

Bassima Roz, Program 
Tulsa Marriott Southern Hills  (523-3552) 
bassima.roz@tmsh.net 
 

Tammie Blessing, Publication 
JPMorgan Chase & Co.  (586-5828) 
tammie.k.blessing@chase.com 
 

Lesa Johnson, Ways & Means  
The Pepsi Bottling Group  (445-8005) 
ljohns18@pepsi.com 

       
 

 

EWI of Tulsa 
May 13, 2010  

 
 

 
 

EWISP Banquet 
 

 

When:   Thursday, May 13, 2010 
 

5:30 pm               Registration 
 

6:00 pm               Welcome & Dinner  
 

6:45 pm               Keynote Speaker:  Dr. Gary Trennepohl,    
                               Professor & Presidentôs Council       
                               Endowed Chair in Finance ï OSU Tulsa 
 

7:30 pm               Presentation of Awards ï Mr. John Hamill 
 

7:45 pm               Closing Remarks      
       

Dress:    Business Casual 
  

Where:    Doubletree Downtown 
   616 West 7th Street ï Council Oak Room    

    (Directions to follow, prior to meeting)   
                       

Cost:      $40.00 ï Members  
    

RSVP:      By Noon, Friday, April 23  
    

Respond to:      Kim Bowman, T. D. Williamson, Inc. 
     Email:  kim.bowman@tdwilliamson.com  
     Telephone:  447-5044 

 

Meeting Fees:  Make checks payable to EWI of Tulsa.   
    Pay at the door or mail to Jan Ehrle at:  
                             Mid-America Land, Grain, & Cattle Co.,  
                             P.O. Box 52610, Tulsa, OK  74152-0610. 
 

Email RSVP Response Guideline 
Type in the subject line:  Yes, I will attend (or) 

Yes, I will attend with ____ guests (names in body of email) (or) 
No, I will not attend 

(reason for missing in body of email, i.e. vacation, work related, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Motherõs Day 

http://www.ewitulsa.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.com/
mailto:Janice.morgan@alz.org
mailto:ljohns18@pepsi.com
mailto:kim.bowman@tdwilliamson.com
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        Treasurerôs Report 
The GENERAL OPERATING ACCOUNT 

as of March 31, 2010 was $41,644.85 
. 

. 
 

April Attendance 
 

 First Representatives  29 * 
 Second Representatives  7 
 Third Representatives    1 
 Sustaining Representatives      4 
 Life Members  2 
 Executive/Representatives     2 
 Guests                                           106 
 Executives    4  ** 
 Total     155 
 
 

* The First Representative count does not include Executive/ 
Representatives.  For total first representative count, add the first 
representative and the Executive/ Representative together. 

 

**Executive count does not include Executive/ Representatives.  For total 
Executive count, add the Execs and Exec/Reps together. 
 

 

April Membership Report 
 

Lunch & Learn 
 
The first Lunch & Learn committee meeting was held 
on March 30 at the Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & 
Convention Center.  First representative from the 
Renaissance, Nicki Boone,  hosted Tammie Blessing, 
Janis Cohlmia, Sarah Diehl, and Janice Morgan.    
 
While there are a lot of things in the works 
membership-wise, we are looking forward to a more 
productive May report! 
 

Leading Ladies 
 
ñLeading Ladyò is a designation given to those 
Representatives who have been present at each 
monthly meeting from the ñFirst Hello to the Final 
Farewell.ò   
 
Our current Leading Ladies are: 
Jessica Bolen, Montereau; Nicki Boone, Renaissance 
Hotel & Convention Center; Kim Bowman, T.D. 
Williamson, Inc.; Janis Cohlmia, Tropical Plant Design; 
LaQuinda Davison, Gatesway Foundation; Pat 
Desormeau, Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance; Sarah 
Diehl, World Travel Service LLC; Jan Ehrle, Mid-
America Land, Grain & Cattle Co.; Margaret Harrison, 
Tulsa Community College; Diane Jarvi, Osteopathic 
Founders Foundation; Karen Kellogg, JPMorgan 
Chase & Co.; Susan McCoy, Tulsa Technology 
Center; Roberta Montgomery, Helmerich & Payne; 
Mary Morrow, Zarrow Family Office LLC; Judy 
Russell, ONEOK; Melanie Dennis, Omni Air 
International; Teri Edmondson, The William K. Warren 
Foundation; Myra Trahern, Life Member. 

May Birthdays 
 

Executives 
 

Date    Name  Company 
14   Scott Layson            Party Pro Rents 
26   Dr. Kara Gae Neal        Tulsa Tech 
29   Dave Kollman               The Flintco Companies, Inc.  
  

Representatives 
 

Date    Name  Company 
  4   Pat Griffith       Sustaining  
25   Nicki Boone      Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & 
    Convention Center  
                 

Firm Anniversaries 
 

                Year              Company 
                1975        T. D. Williamson, Inc.  
                1998        Tulsa Tech 
    2001        Tulsa City-County Library 
    2008        Tropical Plant Design, Inc. 
    2009        Senior Star Living  

       

On May 31, be sure to remember our 
beloved service men and women who 

gave their lives in defense of our country. 
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EWI of Tulsa visited Memphis, Tennessee recently for the 
2010 EWI Spring Leadership Conference.  Those 
attending the conference were Jessica Bolen, Montereau, 
President; Janis Cohlmia, Tropical Plant Design, Vice-
President/ President Elect; Nicki Boone, Tulsa 
Renaissance Hotel and Convention Center, Membership 
Director; Angie Walters, Tulsa Metro Chamber, BDCP 
Director; and Beth Phillips, Tulsa Metro Chamber, ASIST 
Function Leader.  
 
We enjoyed two days of meeting and socializing with other 
EWI chapters. Several of us attended Lori Giovanonniôs 
Leadership: The Power of Relationships while others 
enjoyed breakout sessions on Philanthropy, Follow 
Through, Developing and others, just to name a few.  On 
the final day we had several exciting leadership speakers 
including Spence Wilson, KemmonsïWilson Companies,  
who started Holiday Inn and Dan Mullaly, Senior Vice 
President, Fed Ex Sales. 
 
We enjoyed BBQ, Elvis, Beale Street, Blues and the 
Bouffants.  It was truly an amazing experience that 
strengthened our relationships and inspired us with new 
ideas for EWI of Tulsa.  
 
I would love to have you join me for the EWI Leadership 
Conference and Annual Meeting to be held September 22-
26 in my hometown Kansas City, Missouri.  For more 
information please go to www.ewiconnect.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Elvis isnôt dead!  Heôs here with The Gang from Tulsa. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janis Cohlmia and Angie Walters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A bit of BB King makes it Memphis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bouffants really lived up to their name 

Spring Leadership Conference 
 

http://www.ewiconnect.com/
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Bits & Pieces 

 

Getting to know youé. 
 

Rachel Park 
Doubletree Hotel Downtown 
 
 

Born and raised in Catoosa, Oklahoma, 
Rachel has two younger sisters, Kelly and 
Mykell. Her favorite thing about childhood 
was the simple pleasure and privilege to 
get to grow up with her two best friends, 
her sisters.  They played outside all the 

time, riding their horses and jumping on their trampoline.  
They still do everything together, whenever possible.  
 
Rachel learned early how do deal with a challenge.  She 
has scoliosis and for three years had to wear a back brass 
in elementary school.  Trying to fit in while wearing the 
back brass was indeed a unique challenge.  The reward, 
beyond character building, is she has really great posture 
now! 
 
Rachel grew up in a home filled with love and support.  
Her parents always made their children feel loved 
unconditionally.  Rachel credits their hard work and love 
with making her the person she is today and says her 
parents are still the best support system.   
 
As a young girl, Rachel worked at a tanning salon cleaning 
the beds and selling products.  Today her favorite thing 
about being the Catering Sales Manager at Doubletree 
Hotel Downtown is working with her clients.  She loves 
getting to know people.  She also loves it when a job 
requires working with a client for several months to put a 
special event together, then seeing the ñfinal product.ò 
When my clients are happy, I know my job is done. 
 
To this day, Rachelôs passion is horses.  Currently, she 
has a beautiful red Quarter Horse named Sunny who is 23.  
Sheôs had him for 7 years now and rides him as much as 
she can.  After work is an ideal time to go for a ride.  
Sunny is stabled at her parentôs home so he has plenty of 
company with the other horses who are there.   
 
On her lifeôs to do listðsee Scotland.  Entranced by the 
cinematography of Braveheart, Rachel has wanted to see 
the rugged beauty up close and personal.  Given her 
background, I hope she can find a horse to ride while sheôs 
there.  Could there be a better way for her to both see and 
experience the land of mysts and moors? 

 
 

Webinar on Thursday, May 6 
 

The Truth about Negotiation  
Collette Carlson ï 6:00 p.m. 
 
Stop selling yourself short and 
leaving business on the table!   
 

Negotiation is a necessary skill 
throughout your business and personal 
life, but few of us have ever had any 
formal training on how to succeed.  In 
this content-rich program based on the 
latest research, Colette discloses 

innovative ways that will forever change the way you close 
a sale, buy your home, ask for a raise, or even get your 
kids to clean their room! 
 

Women Only Program: Women negotiate differently from 
men and only when we learn to adapt, do we get what we 
really want.  With jaw dropping accuracy, Colette unveils 
hidden strategies that are sabotaging our goals AND 
shares the scores of solid techniques guaranteed to 
increase our chances of negotiation success. 
 

Register at www.ewiconnect.com  

 

Thoughts and Prayers foré 
 

éJerilee Beneda-Bender, representative for Stanfield 
& OôDell.  Jerrileeôs father passed away on April 23.  
Please remember Jerrilee and family in your prayers 
during this very difficult time.   
   

Jerrilee Beneda-Bender 
  19777 E. 610 Road 

 Inola, OK  74036 
 

é Terry Bowman, husband of Kim Bowman, 
representative for T. D. Williamson.  Kim submitted this 
update: Terry completed Phase I of his treatment in the 
hospital on April 19 and was able to return home on April 
23.  Currently heôs doing well and returns to the hospital 
as required for his blood counts to be checked.  Phase II 
of his treatment will be out-patient at Saint Francis.  Not 
sure when this will begin. 
 

No siblings were a match for the bone marrow, so he will 
receive a transplant from a donor off the national 
registryðit could take up to 3 months to locate.  The 
transplant will be conducted in Dallas or Houston. 
 

We appreciate all the cards, gift baskets, and prayers 
that the ladies of EWI of Tulsa have so graciously given.  
I will keep you updated on Terryôs progress. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ewiconnect.com/
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Once the doors opened, it didnôt take long 
for people to peruse the auction items and 

catch up with dear friends. 
Our own flapper, Renee 

Matthews, with a gangster on 
good behavior. 

A happy Amy Adkins, 
executive for Mrs DeHavenôs, 

escorted by her handsome 
husband. 

Tammie Blessing, bedecked 
in gold, sitting with her honey! 

President Jessica Bolen is tickled pink  
with our lovely table decorations, 
courtesy of Mrs. DeHavenôs Flower 
Shop. 

 

Roberta Montgomery, left, 
and Bassima Roz kicking up 
their heels to start the event! 

Three hot mamas!  Tonya 
Jimenez, Sarah Diehl, and 

Beth Phillips. 

 
 

Lesa Johnson at left, the 
Scholastic Classic 

Function Leader, and 
her tireless committee!  
Congratulations, ladies, 

on a job well done! 


